
A Thorn in the Flesh  - 2 Corinthians 12:7-
10

Because of the surpassing greatness of 
the revelations, for this reason, to keep me 
from exalting myself, there was given me 
a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 
to torment me—to keep me from exalting 

myself! 8 Concerning this I implored the 
Lord three times that it might leave me.



9 And He has said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 

weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will 
rather boast about my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may dwell in 

me. 10 Therefore I am well content with 
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, 
with persecutions, with difficulties, for 

Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, 
then I am strong.



Because of the extravagance of those revelations, and so I wouldn’t 
get a big head, I was given the gift of a handicap to keep me in 
constant touch with my limitations. Satan’s angel did his best to get 
me down; what he in fact did was push me to my knees. No danger 
then of walking around high and mighty! At first I didn’t think of it 
as a gift, and begged God to remove it. Three times I did that, and 
then he told me, My grace is enough; it’s all you need.
My strength comes into its own in your weakness.
Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit focusing on the 
handicap and began appreciating the gift. It was a case of Christ’s 
strength moving in on my weakness. Now I take limitations in stride, 
and with good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size—
abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! 
And so the weaker I get, the stronger I become.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10
The Message







God is in Control but will not take Control





“What comes to our minds when 
we think about God, is the most
important thing about us.”

A.W. Tozer





“Eternity is Knowing God” Jesus Christ, John 17:3, Philippians 3:8. Jeremiah 9:24 

Jesus Christ 

Names of God Word of God
God

Truth of God

Personality of God

Character of God

To Know the Son of God              is to know he Personality of God
To Know the Word of God           is to know the Truth of God
To Know the Names of God        is to know the Character of God

How Do I Get to Know God?
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For you have exalted above all things your name and your word.  Psalm 138:2b













Can you recite the 8 Hebrew Names of God?



Praying	the	Names	of	God	Devotional



God’s Name
El Gibbor. The Mighty God. 
Picture	of	God	as	a	Warrior	and	Champion																																																																												
“Strong	or	mighty	champion.	NLT:	Hero

For	to	us	a	child	is	born,	to	us	a	son	is	given,	and	the	government	will	be	on	his	shoulders.	And	
he	will	be	called	Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	Isaiah	9:6		

El Gibbor. The Mighty Shepherd. 
(Jesus Christ)
"Awake,	O	sword,	against	my	Shepherd,	the	man	who	is	my	associate	and	equal,"
says	the	Lord	Almighty.	"Strike	down	the	Shepherd	and	the	sheep	will	scatter,
but	I	will	come	back	and	comfort	and	care	for	the	lambs.	 Zechariah	13:7	(TLB)

Daniel	8:15	(AMP) When I,	even I,	Daniel,	had seen the	vision,	I	
sought to	understand it;	then behold,	there stood before me	one

[Gabriel]	with	the	appearance of	a	man.



God’s Name Given to Man
God	calls	Gideon		“Mighty	Man	of	Valor”

“Mighty	Hero”	(NLT)	Judges	6:12

YOU!JESUS



God’s  Command to You 
Play	the	Man!	The	Masculine	Imperative	in	the	Bible

The	Greek	word	translated	as	"quit	you	like	men”	(KJV)	is	andrizomai,	which	is	used	
just	this	one	time	in	the	Bible.	It	is	an	imperative,	a	word	of	command,	and	it	

literally	means	"be	men."

Be	of	good courage,	and	let us play the men for our people,	and	for the cities of	
our God:	and	the LORD	do	that which seemeth him good. 2	Samuel	10:12	(KJV)

Be	of	good	courage,	and	let	us	play	the	man	for	our	people,	and	for	the	cities	of	
our	God:	and	Jehovah	do	that	which	seemeth him	good.	1Chronicles	19:13	ASV

David's	Charge	to	Solomon	- When	the	time	drew	near	for	David	to	die,	...	“So	be	strong,	
act	like	a	man, 3	and	observe	what	the	Lord	your	God	....	1Sam	2:2-3	

Be	watchful, stand	firm	in	the	faith, act	like	men,	be	strong. 1Corinthians	16:13	(ESV)

Watch, stand	firm	in	the	faith, play	the	man, be	strong!	 1Corinthians	16:13	(MOFF)



Significance	in	Manhood

“The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” NASB
The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, "The 
LORD is with you, O valiant warrior.” 
"God's word version
The LORD is with you, brave man.” use story of Gideon to 
start NIV 1984

Judges 6:15-16

The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you
have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending 
you?”


